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Seventh American 
Forest Congress 
by Gretchen Holstein 
The Beginning 
In February of 1996, five forestry stu-
dents attended the Seventh American For-
est Congress that was held in Washington 
D.C. The students first became involved 
in the process when they took part in a 
student held roundtable discussion that 
was sponsored by ISU's Society of Ameri-
can Foresters student chapter. The idea 
was to get interaction amongst different 
clubs on campus such as Fisheries and 
Wildlife and Landscape Architecture 
along with Forestry. The next step was to 
take part in the State Roundtable discus-
sion either as active participants or as 
scribes for the different roundtables. At 
the state meeting the group as a whole 
came up with their vision statement for 
the forests of the future and developed 
guiding principles to support that state-
ment. This vision was then submitted to 
the national congress along with the other 
vision statements coming from all over the 
country. 
The students were given the oppor-
tunity to attend the National Forest Con-
gress and saw it as a chance to help in 
developing policy that will be used to 
manage our future forests. In order to 
make the trip economically feasible we 
solicited funding from private organiza-
tions from around the state as well as re-
ceiv ing money from the Forestry 
Department and the Forestry Club. 
The Trip 
The five of us headed out to D.C. in a 
van on a Saturday night. We woke up the 
next morning (except for the driver, who 
was already awake!) to Pennsylvania. We 
decided to stop in Gettysburg, Pennsyl-
41 
vania to see all the relics from the Civil 
War. We spent three hours there and 
headed on into Washington, D.C. Our 
meetings did not start until Wednesday, 
so we spent the first two days exploring 
the city. 
On Wednesday morning each of us 
was assigned to a roundtable that had 
nine other people on it. The seating as-
signments were drawn from a computer 
program intended to maximize diversity, 
from urban foresters and corporate execu-
tives, to university scientists, citizen ac-
tivists and students. These table 
assignments held through all the discus-
sions and close friendships developed at 
the tables despite the diversity of inter-
ests. The Congress helped groups get past 
the gridlock. It was an opportunity to dis-
cuss common interests in a neutral atmo-
sphere. A common respect for all opinions 
was shown. We worked together to de-
cide what we felt was important now and 
in the future of the forests. 
We all left D.C. on Saturday with good 
feelings of how our week was spent. We 
shared stories about people from our 
tables and all the experiences that each of 
us had. We would all like to thank the 
people who helped us go to the Congress. 
It was an experience that we will never 
forget. 
Loran Ramsey, Traci Eldridge, 
Gretchen Holstein, Joel Skelley, and Rob 
Rubsam 
The present is the necessary 
product of the past, the 
necessary cause of the 
future. 
-Robert G. Ingersoll 
